
is our  official GOTR      

t-shirts and running 

shoes. We have a banquet 

after the race, where we 

get our  medals and 

treats. We also have a 

community service     

project. We are helping 

the AZ Humane Society 
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 Biz Town 

Girls On The Run is a club 

for girls where we run      

together and talk about our 

inner beauty and how to   

handle problems like         

bullying, or peer pressure.  

One of our methods are 

SBLR. This stands for 

STOP, BREATHE, LISTEN,  

RESPOND. Our practices 

are on Tuesdays and       

Thursdays. Our practice 5K 

is on Tuesday April 16, 

2013. Our 5K is on Saturday 

April 27, 2013 at Kiwanis 

Park, at 8am. A 5K is 3.1 

miles. Our ticket to the race 

We had a contest to see 

which class could raise 

the most money so 

their teacher would 

have to kiss a donkey 

at the school carnival. 

If the whole school 

raised more than $750 

the principals would 

have to kiss it too! For 

one week students 

brought in as much 

change as possible. 

Then it was all counted 

up. Guess what, we 

raised over $1,200!!!  

On Friday when we  

had the school carnival 

at 6:30 Ms. Foster, Ms. 

Buckle, Ms. Leos,    

Mrs. Herrmann, 

Mrs.Winkelmann and 

Mr.Katsiris kissed the 

donkey! They put on 

lipstick and left kiss 

marks on the donkey. 

Except for Mr. Katsiris, 

he didn't put any        

lipstick on. It was very, 

very funny! Well, it 

wasn't really funny for 

the teachers. But the 

donkey was nice 

and easy for them 

to kiss. Kiss the 

Donkey contest 

was fun and    

funny! 

by collecting gently used 

bath-sized towels. The 

goal is for each of us to  

collect at least 3 bath  

towels. This is a great 

way for us to help the AZ  

Humane Society. Hope 

you can come cheer us 

on at our 5K! 



 SHHH, 5th Graders in                  

Progress Wow, in coming 4th 

graders you should be excited 

to be 5th graders next year.  

Biz Town is an experience that 

only 5th graders get to do! At 

Biz Town, each and every 5th 

grader has a job to do. Students 

learn to keep an account and 

budget their    salaries. All 

things that we need to know 

when we get older and get our 

first jobs or  maybe to help 

keep track of allowance we get 

now. Some of the jobs at Biz 

Town are: 
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Andre Hernandez, Lucas Hertel, 

Anvi Joshi, Payton Lohn, Taylor 

Neil, Ally Moon, Nicole Perez,  

Caroline Quillan, Mary Ramirez, 

Jamie Sanchez, Nika Sheihzadegan, 

Tejas  Subbaraman, Arianna           

Tammaro, Victoria Taugner, and 

Alexandra Vance. These Fourth 

Grade fellows, going on to Fifth 

Grade, were given the honor of    

being in the Brisas 

chapter of NEHS! 

To maintain              

membership in 

NEHS, they have to 

keep good grades. 

They also have to do 

fifteen hours of          

service every           

semester, thirty hours 

in the whole year.  

They can get those 

hours by helping 

around the school like  recycling 

every week. Members have to go 

to every class and recycle what 

they have. Sometimes they have 

to do things like clean up the lost 

and found. 

On April 12, 2013 the Brisas 

NEHS induction ceremony took 

place. NEHS is meant to           

recognize  elementary students 

for their outstanding academic                 

achievement, their personal              

responsibility, and their      

meaningful service to our school 

and the community. NEHS is a 

program that only two schools in 

the Kyrene school district has, 

and we are one of them. Mrs. 

Frampton, Mrs. Herting, and 

Mrs. Mehl are the co-advisors of 

NEHS. I myself am an inductee 

for NEHS as well as Rylee                     

Anderson, Gabi Calabretti,           

Hailey Cameron, Cooper Ellis, 

Yazmin Elzy, William Freiheit, 

Michael Fuller, Zach Furman, 

Molly Geraghty, Brian Hebert, 

Alyssa Herman,                      

 

                                                  

City Hall such as the Mayor 

Banker 

Newspaper staff 

Radio station 

Wellness Center 

                                               

There is so much more that you 

will have to go and see for 

yourselves. This year the 5th 

graders had a successful and 

fun time at Biz Town. We    

definitely left with a lot of       

memories. 



Hi all!!! Did all of you come to the 

carnival this year? Was it not so 

much fun? I am sorry, if some of 

you missed it. But there is always 

next year. Our entire playground 

was made into two parts. One part 

where we had carnival games like:  

Dunk Tank, Popcorn stand, Snow 

Cone Stand, Candy Stand, Toss the 

Ring, Color you hair, Make a Dye 

design and Lots of food. And the 

other side, on the field we had 

Moon Walk, Bouncy Houses, Pony 

Rides, Rock Climbing. The best 

part was we had two  ticket      

counters. One was near the         

entrance and the other was near    

the food court (also near the other 

gate). If you need to know, we had 

two options when it came to buying 

tickets. One was get a bracelet 

(which was 10 dollars) and the  

other was buy tickets (each ticket 

was 50 cents). When you had a 

bracelet you could go on all the fun 

carnival play areas  in the field and 

then you needed tickets for the rest 

of the carnival activities & food. 

Everybody was just having a great 

time. There were long lines for 

almost all the games. But I think 

the longest line was for Dunk 

Tank. Also the biggest crowd was 

when the “Kiss The Donkey”   

happened. The grand prize winner 

for “Kiss the Donkey” was Mrs. 

Herman. The Donkey was also 

kissed by Ms. Foster, Ms. Buckle, 

Ms. Leos and Ms. Winkelmann  & 

Mr. Katsiris. It was so much fun to 

see it all. The weather was great, 

the food was great, all the games 

were great and everything came 

together beautifully. The thanks 

goes to a lot of people. The        

volunteers, parents, a few students 

from Aprende, and the teachers. 

They made it possible for us to 

have fun and make this event a 

great success. We made $1200 this 

year, which is a great thing. This 

helped with all the funding for the       

Volume 7 Issue 7 Page 3 

with Guy to find a new 

home. They end up going 

on this big adventure and 

they eventually find a 

new home. I recommend 

watching this  movie  

because it’s a very funny 

movie and  interesting for 

the whole family.   

If you want to see a good 

kid’s movie, see The Croods. 

It is about a family of           

cavemen. There is a girl 

named Eep who can’t stand 

being in her cave all the time. 

One night she sneaks out of 

the cave and meets a guy 

named Guy. He thinks the 

world is going to end soon. 

That night the world started 

shaking and broke apart, their 

cave was destroyed. The next 

day Eep and her family leave 

Carnival. It was a great and an 

exhausting night. And a time 

where we made memories.  



planting seeds. Each of them got to  

plant a flower and a vegetable. 

They learned how to take care of 

the plants, by watering the plants, 

pulling weeds in the Kindergarten’s 

Garden. They learned how to take 

care of a garden, to grow organic 

food, how much to water a plant, 

and many other things. I am so  

happy that my sister is in the school 

garden club. I wish I too can grow a 

garden. I want a garden with lots of 

flowers, some trees, and like my 

mom says some herbs (for her 

cooking). So we can all sit there 

and relax.  

Howdy all….Our school has a 

Garden Club. To get into this club, 

you have to be in Third to Fifth 

Grade. They have a lottery system 

and a few lucky students get to be 

in this. I am  calling them lucky 

because, I want to be in it.         

Everybody here gets to play in the 

mud. They plant different flowers, 

food items like lettuce, radish,  

carrots and spinach. I asked my 

sister, who is garden club what she 

did there. She told me, that Ms.  

Foster, Ms. Thomson and Ms. 

Yazzie, and Mrs.  Pancratz took 

care of the Garden Club. They  

started with digging the soil and 
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Cinco de Mayo is when the 

Mexican Army defeated the 

French Army in a surprise 

attack. This took place in a 

small village in Puebla, 

Mexico on May 5, 1862. It 

was a big surprise because 

the French Army had almost 

never lost a battle in fifty 

years. There are many     

traditions on Cinco de 

Mayo. In Puebla there are 

large  parades with people 

dressed as Mexican and 

French soldiers. Most     

people in the U.S and     

Canada have  parties with 

friends or family, however 

Cinco de Mayo is not really           

celebrated in Mexico,           

besides Puebla. While          

Cinco de Mayo is            

recognized as a holiday, 

Mexico celebrates Mexican 

Independence Day on           

September, 16th. Some  

people who do celebrate the 

holiday wear red, white and 

green which are the colors 

of the Mexican flag and eat 

traditional Mexican food 

and drinks. Hope you have 

fun celebrating. 

Reporters articles are due May 13th  

 

Gecko Gazette email 

brigecko@kyrene.org  



I love dogs, especially Beagles. 

During Spring Break I got a chance 

to volunteer at the  Beaglefest Run 

by Arizona Beagle Rescue. I was a 

“Beagle Wrangler”. A Beagle 

Wrangler is someone who takes 

care of the Beagles that are up for 

adoption. I got to walk the Beagles 

and some of them walked me. They 

were pulling me, especially the 

Beagle named Kramer. I also met a 

Beagle with the coolest name, her 

name was Gabi! The best 

part of the Beaglefest Run 

was seeing the dogs get     

adopted. The president of the 

Beaglefest even said to me 

that I might be the new    

president of Arizona Beagle 

Rescue when I grow up. 
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Every year on the Mexican       

holiday Cinco de Mayo, there is a 

festival. Except the festival is for 

Chihuahuas! This festival also has 

fun things for humans to do. At 

this festival you can bungee jump, 

play on a bouncy, spin a wheel for 

a prize, and have lots of great 

things to eat. At the festival, you 

can enter your Chihuahua into a 

race. There is a white track that 

helps the Chihuahuas know where 

they are going. There is one     

person on one side that has the           

Chihuahua, and on the other side, 

someone who calls the dog to 

come to them. The first Chihuahua 

to get to the other side wins.            

Another thing you can do is enter 

your Chihuahua in the beauty 

pageant. You wash your dog 

and dress them up. This          

pageant is for both male and 

female Chihuahuas. On stage 

there are three judges who are 

going to watch your dogs, and 

an announcer who will ask you 

a question about your                   

Chihuahua. After everybody 

has gone, they announce who 

gets third, second and then first 

place. When I entered my    

Chihuahua Princess in the   

contest three years ago, she 

won first. She got a cape that 

said “Queen”, a ribbon and a 

medal. The Cinco de Mayo 

festival is very fun, so I 

hope I can go again. 


